
Dear , 

I wanted to take the opportunity to share with you the message below that I am sending this week to 
Northshore School District staff and parents.  The information forming the basis of this message was 
developed by OSPI and is attached.   

The bottom line is that while funding levels for K-12 were increased in the 2013-15 legislative budget 
adopted in June, those additions do not return funding levels to what they were in 2008-09 prior to the 
worst impacts of the Great Recession.  So while I am certainly appreciative of the attention and action 
around K-12 education funding in the 2013 session, this is important information which demonstrates 
how much ground remains to be covered between now and 2018.   

Further, I believe this is important to clarify for our staff and community since some of the talking points 
and resulting impressions coming out of the legislative session lead many in our school community to 
believe that our district has received a “windfall” that has boosted our funding levels to all-time highs.  
That is simply not the case, and managing expectations for enhancements to programs, services, 
salaries/benefits, etc. remains an ongoing challenge.   

Thank you for continuing to service in a very challenging position balancing multiple priorities, interests 
and expectations.  As we approach the upcoming supplemental session, I look forward to working closely 
with you around K-12 issues.  As always, please do not hesitate to reach out if I can be of assistance in 
any way.   

Truly, 

Larry Francois, Superintendent 

 

 

Dear Northshore Colleagues, 

The Washington State Supreme Court in the 2012 McCleary decision ruled that the Legislature was not 
meeting its constitutional duty to fully fund basic education as the “paramount duty” of the State and 
directed the Legislature to implement an incremental plan to achieve full funding by 2018.  Last June, the 
Legislature adopted a 2013-15 budget that included $600 million to $1 billion (depending upon what one 
chooses to consider “new money”) of added funding for schools.  While no doubt either figure seems like 
a lot of money, a closer look paints a sobering picture about how much this added funding really closed 
the basic education funding gap. 

Much of the new funding went to increase state-funded full day kindergarten and K-1 class size reduction, 
both important investments for student achievement.  However, because of our lower levels of poverty 
compared to many other districts, Northshore did not receive any of this new funding.  Based on an 
analysis prepared by the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, our projected state funding for 
2013-14 is actually $142 less per pupil than it was in 2008-09, which incidentally was also the year the 
McCleary case was first heard in King County Superior Court.  Had 2008-09 per pupil funding levels 



been increased by the rate of inflation only, per pupil funding levels for 2013-14 would be $679 more 
than our projected funding level. [link to OSPI analysis, Northshore page] 

So what happened?  The answer is the Great Recession that resulted in multiple years of deep funding 
cuts to education.  While I commend the Legislature for reversing this cutting trend in the 2013-15 budget 
and making some funding improvements, the reality is that this added funding falls far short of restoring 
per pupil funding levels to what they were before the McCleary case was originally heard.   

Consequently, there is a long way to go between now and 2018 to meet the 2018 McCleary timeline.  The 
path to full funding of basic education remains a steep uphill climb and will require tough decisions and 
courageous actions around spending priorities, taxation, employee compensation (the biggest piece of 
every school district budget), the role of local levies and mutual accountability (school districts and the 
Legislature).  On behalf of our school community, the 20,000+ students we serve and the thousands more 
who will enter our schools in the coming years, I am committed to continuing to work collaboratively 
with our legislators and other partners to meet our State’s constitutional mandate of an amply funded 
basic education for every student. 

Truly, 

Larry Francois, Superintendent 

 


