
the big three
MATERIALS, SUPPLIES, & 
OPERATING COSTS (MSOC) SPECIAL EDUCATION SUBSTITUTE COSTS

In�ation continues to drive signi�cant 
increases in insurance, utilities, 

technology, fuel, and operational 
expenses. Districts should not be 

forced to cut student programs to pay 
basic operating costs.

Students with disabilities deserve 
timely, individualized support. Full 
state funding is essential to ensure 
districts can meet every student’s 

needs without straining other 
essential programs and services.

The state requires districts to provide a 
minimum of 10 days of sick leave but 

only funds four. Districts absorb millions 
in substitute costs each year, pulling 
resources away from classrooms and 

student learning.

EQUITYWASA
LEADERSHIP TRUST ADVOCACY

YOUR PROMISE
If Washington is serious about improving student outcomes, the state must fund the real cost of educating students, 
especially for the big three:

THE PROMISE
Every child bene�ts from a high-quality education regardless of ZIP code, family income, or local property wealth.

OUR PROMISE
Washington's school leaders are committed to ensuring every student develops 
grade-level skills in reading and mathematics.

With updated state learning standards being implemented beginning in 2027–28, 
schools have a critical opportunity to focus on the essential literacy, and math skills 
students need to succeed in school, careers, and life.
School districts will continue to prioritize evidence-based instruction, early intervention, educator support, and student success.

Every student in Washington 
State demonstrates grade-level 

knowledge in reading and 
mathematics.

More than 1.1 million students attend Washington’s public schools. They create opportunity, strengthen communities, prepare the 
future workforce, and serve as the FOUNDATION of our democracy. But too often, districts must redirect classroom resources to 
cover the basic education costs the state does not adequately fund. Putting students �rst requires all of us to do our part.

Public education is Washington’s PROMISE. That promise is falling short.
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Public schools educate 90% of Washington students.
Washington families continue to choose and rely on public education.



Putting students �rst also means reducing costs and 

mandates that divert resources away from students:

EQUITYWASA
LEADERSHIP TRUST ADVOCACY for more information

If we all keep our promise, Washington students 
will thrive and achieve their aspirations.

Protect Classroom Funding and Promote Fairness

Without our commitments supported by legislative action, districts will continue 
to face funding shortfalls that result in larger class sizes, fewer learning 
opportunities, reduced student supports, and staffing and program cuts.

Students deserve stable, accessible, and resourced schools where educators 
can focus on reading, mathematics, learning, safety, and opportunity.

If we don’t keep our promises: 

Reform tort and liability laws that drive escalating insurance costs.

Protect districts from abusive public records requests that divert staff time and 
taxpayer resources.

Fully fund, revise, or eliminate unfunded mandates imposed on school districts.

Protect and maintain Local Effort Assistance (LEA) to ensure students have 
equitable opportunities regardless of local property wealth.

Preserve proven student success programs, including Transition to Kindergarten.

Expand the Learning Assistance Program (LAP) to better support students 
experiencing poverty and academic barriers.


