School Funding Coalition — 2026 Advocacy Talking Points

Our Values and Commitment

e We believe every student in Washington deserves access to a fully funded, high-quality public education.

e We believe strong public schools are essential to strong communities, healthy democracies, and a thriving
future workforce.

e We believe the State must uphold its constitutional paramount duty to amply fund basic education for all
students.

e We believe school funding should be equitable, sustainable, and aligned with the real needs of today’s
learners and educators.

Washington’s Public Schools at a Critical Crossroads

e More than 90 percent of eligible students enroll in public education; it is the choice of most Washington
families.

e The condition of a school district and its buildings reflects the health and values of its community.

e Washington’s young people spend most of each day and most days of the week in schools, and they
deserve environments that are warm, safe, and effective.

e Chronic underfunding continues to limit student access to well-resourced and equitable learning
environments.

Immediate Action: Fully Fund MSOC

e Provide full Materials, Supplies, and Operating Costs (MSOC) funding that reflects the true cost of
operating schools.

e Ensure schools remain open, warm, safe, and functional for students and staff.

e Stabilize district operations by addressing rising costs that can no longer be absorbed by local budgets.

e Guarantee adequate resources to support safe and effective learning environments.

Implementing the Prototypical School Funding Model Recommendations

e Complete Phase | of the 2019 Staffing Enrichment Workgroup recommendations and launch Phase II.

e Strengthen staffing for counselors, nurses, social workers, paraeducators, and office staff.

e Increase building leadership capacity and expand access to high-quality professional learning.

e Add continuous improvement coaches to support stronger instructional practices and student outcomes.
e Reduce class sizes to ensure students receive individualized attention.

Education Investments Strengthen Washington’s Future

e The School Funding Coalition represents eight statewide associations and nearly 8,000 education leaders
committed to securing stable and equitable school funding.
e Funding public education is a constitutional responsibility of the State of Washington.



Investments in MSOC and staffing improvements strengthen student achievement and graduation

outcomes.
Strong and stable school funding supports workforce readiness, community well-being, and the long-term

economic health of our state.



