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THE WEEK AHEAD

YOUR TOP THREE WAYS TO ENGAGE IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

January 12, 2026

« Engage on Governor's Proposed Capital Budget « Bottom Line

« Amplify the Message on Un- or Underfunded Mandates » Quick Resources
« Share Your TTK and LEA Stories

Why This Week Matters

It is Day 1 (of 60) and Week 1 (of nine) the 2026 Legislative Session and education policy is already on the move.
This TRIO highlights where your voice, leadership, and advocacy is needed and can make the greatest difference -
starting now.

1 | Engage on Governor’s Proposed Capital Budget

What’s Happening:

Last year’s cuts to planning grants and construction funding strained district resources. The Governor’s proposed
capital budget would restore funding for many local projects, but legislators must decide whether to adopt it.
Your voice can help inform that decision.

Why it Matters:

Students need healthy school environments to learn. If you are one of the districts listed for a planning grant or
construction project, you especially have to gain from the legislature adopting this proposal.

Your Action This Week:

CONTACT any members of House Capital Budget or Senate Ways and Means from your district.

BY this Friday, January 15

TO support the Gov’s Proposed Capital Budget, include examples how it will help your students, staff, and community.
SIGN IN for the record up to one hour before the hearing on SB 6003 and/or HB 2295

e (Capital Budget Hearing in Senate Ways and Means (Monday, January 12 @ 4 pm)
e House Capital Budget Hearing (Thursday, January 14 @ 1:30 pm)

2 | Amplify the Message on Un- or Underfunded Mandates
What’s Happening:

Several bills already before policy committees could increase costs for your district and more are coming in the
weeks ahead.

Why it Matters:

Since 2017, over 100 new and un- or underfunded mandates have been passed. School districts can’t take on one
more thing without ample funding for the existing requirements, especially for basic education.
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https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-09/appendix-b-small-district-modernization-planning-project-request.pdf
https://wasa002-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/mrathbone_wasa-oly_org/IQDTTC3GyOg_SJBVYVs6ls_XASxijI5o_1ohWvbC3lGXzGw?e=D12DjV
https://leg.wa.gov/about-the-legislature/committees/house-of-representatives/cb/
https://leg.wa.gov/about-the-legislature/committees/senate/wm/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6003&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2295&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/CSI/Senate?selectedCommittee=456&selectedMeeting=33568
https://app.leg.wa.gov/csi/House?selectedCommittee=31635&selectedMeeting=33575
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Your Action This Week:

READ THIS LETTER from WASA, WASBO, and other education partners to legislators to pause on policy until
adequate funding is allocated.
EMAIL YOUR LEGISLATORS using one of these templates to reinforce the message

3 | Share Your TTK and LEA Stories
What’s Happening:

The Governor’s Proposed Operating Budget cuts Transition to Kindergarten and Local Effort Assistance and does
not invest any additional dollars in critical basic education funding. WASA will testify in opposition to this proposal
during the House Appropriations and Senate Ways and Means Committees this week.

Why it Matters:

The proposal eliminates the planned $100 LEA increase for 2027, cutting $25.1 million in levy equalization, and
reduces Transition to Kindergarten slots by 25 percent statewide. At a time of rising costs, this budget cuts critical
programs instead of increasing MSOCs to cover basic education needs.

Your Action This Week:

SHARE your successful stories around TTK and your need for LEA and MSOC funding.
BY Friday, January 15 (and ongoing)
SIGN IN for the record on behalf of your district up to one hour before the hearing starts:

e House Appropriations (Monday, January 12 @ 4 pm), HB 2289
e Senate Ways and Means (Tuesday, January 13 @ 4 pm), SB 5998

Bottom Line

This legislative session will shape the future of public education in Washington. School leaders like you must be
engaged now to ensure lawmakers understand the real impacts of their decisions.

Quick Resources
[WASA Bill Tracker]
[WASA legislative platform]
[Legislator contact list]

©
I W I O ks) WASA Legislative Report Podcast

The podcast will be available every

Friday during the Legislative Session on
THIS WEEK IN OLYMPIA the WASA website, or subscribe to

YOUR FRIDAY PODCAST the Report via multiple podcast apps.

WASA

Marissa Rathbone
— Proud Product of Washington Public Schools

Assistant Executive Director | Government Relations
EQUITY, T e PO Box 14459 | Tumwater, WA 98511
360.481.5842 | mrathbone@wasa-oly.org

TRIO: Weekly Top Three is published by WASA in support of our members and members of our partners in WASBO, WSPA, and AEA.

Washington Association of School Administrators | 2



https://wasa002-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/mrathbone_wasa-oly_org/IQCt-RH1K4SNSZzeD6Cc6tv9ARkE9kk6XxRX1a4Gdx4eT_s?e=jPv4QV
https://wasa002-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/mrathbone_wasa-oly_org/IQAzZOP_bzKlTb0Z6kOayRrgAeMCb3CfzuKo943tHVVfZIA?e=98qVjH
https://wasa002-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/mrathbone_wasa-oly_org/IQDcpYJkJwmTSJ27Vj04UPSBAavCAZTSDKIcvldK5_Koue0?e=lLVUwX
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Agenda/33604
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Agenda/33569
https://wasa002-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/mrathbone_wasa-oly_org/IQAzZOP_bzKlTb0Z6kOayRrgAeMCb3CfzuKo943tHVVfZIA?e=7xGf0S
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Agenda/33604
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2289&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Agenda/33569
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5998&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://wasa-oly.org/wasa/WASA/Advocacy/Session%20Updates/2026_WASA_Bill_Watch/WASA/4_0_Advocacy/Tools%20and%20Resources/2026_WASA_Bill_Watch/2026_WASA_Bill_Watch.aspx?hkey=eee1bb39-a099-43b7-8a1b-1262f2966f1a#gsc.tab=0
https://wasa-oly.org/wasa/WASA/Advocacy/Legislative_Platform/WASA/4_0_Advocacy/Legislative_Platform/2026_Leg_Platform.aspx?hkey=9591f54c-97b6-4e4a-91b8-dde1f7e18eac#gsc.tab=0
https://wasa002-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/mrathbone_wasa-oly_org/IQAzZOP_bzKlTb0Z6kOayRrgAeMCb3CfzuKo943tHVVfZIA?e=7xGf0S
https://wasa-oly.org/wasa/WASA/Advocacy/Session%20Updates/Podcast/WASA/4_0_Advocacy/Session_Updates/Legislative_Report_Podcast.aspx?hkey=92755e61-f149-41dc-be9c-a9a250ce30aa#gsc.tab=0
https://open.spotify.com/show/49jQBxTlfMjKk8K7F37xU6
https://open.spotify.com/show/49jQBxTlfMjKk8K7F37xU6

