Al and English Language Learners:
What You Need to Know

Here are some helpful considerations related to Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and English Language Learners (ELLS).

How AI Can Support ELLs

Al tools can offer educators of ELLs targeted support to plan and scaffold
instruction; differentiate materials; provide translation and customized
feedback; help with administrative tasks; and expand family outreach.

Getting Started

It can be overwhelming to jump into the world of Al! Start small and try
things out. Ask colleagues for ideas. And remember that just because a tool
can do something doesn't mean that it's the right tool for your students.

Educators Are the Experts

Try using Al generate a first draft or idea, and then use your professional
expertise to modify, refine, adapt, and personalize. Keep in mind that most
tools were not designed with ELLs in mind — your expertise matters!

Language Translation

Translation tools are powerful — but not foolproof. It is also important to be
strategic in their use to avoid over-relying on them. These tools can also
supplement the expertise of bilingual staff, liaisons, and translators.

To see more tips and tools, see our related article on Al and ELLs.
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Al and English Language Learners:
Limitations and Concerns

Here are some additional considerations related to Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and English Language Learners (ELLS).

Bias
Al tools reflect several kinds of bias, including demographic, gender, and

linguistic bias. Keep this in mind as you use Al tools and review
Al-generated content. You may wish to modify prompts to change results.

Reviewing Content

Always review what Al creates. Think of any Al-generated material as a
first draft that will likely need changes and a check for accuracy. It's also
important to determine whether Al content fits your classroom needs.

District Policies

Review your district’s Al policies so that you know which tools are
approved and what privacy protections are in place. If a policy doesn't yet
exist, share your questions and other district policies with administrators.

Student Privacy

Remember to never upload any personal student information into Al tools,
including names, contact information, photos, or ID numbers. Ensure that
families understand what protections are in place regarding Al.
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Al and English Language Learners:
Ideas for Instruction

Here are some ways that you can use Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in English Language Learner (ELL) instruction.

Lesson Planning

Standards-aligned lessons, objectives, activities, and formative assessment

Scaffolds

Visuals, prompts, graphic organizers, translations, and glossaries

Speaking and Listening

Speech/text tools, speaking feedback, captions, and transcripts

Reading

Leveled text, simplified text, summaries, and comprehension checks

Writing

Prompts, sentence frames, outlines, mentor texts, and writing feedback

Administrative Tasks

Emails, newsletters, student goals, meeting notes, and progress reports

To see more tips and tools, see our related article on Al and ELLs.
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Al and English Language Learners:
Sample Tools

Here are some Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools you can use in

English Language Learner (ELL) instruction.

Large Language Models

You can use these tools to create
instructional materials by entering
specific prompts, reference documents
(such as language proficiency
standards), and resources.

ChatGPT (OpenAl)
Claude Al

Perplexity

Google Gemini
Microsoft Co-pilot

Lesson Planning Tools

These tools offer options for lesson
planning, instruction, assessment,
personalization, and material creation.
Some also provide materials in multiple
languages.

MagicSchool Al

Diffit

Khanmigo (Khan Academy)
Classkick

SchoolAl

Canva

Language, Literacy, and Feedback

These tools, which include plug-ins and
app features,, focus on tasks related to
language and literacy development;
some also offer feedback on writing and
speaking.

ReadWorks (non-profit)
Quill (non-profit)
Snorkl

Brisk

Microsoft Read-Aloud

Microsoft Reading Coach
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https://chatgpt.com/
https://claude.ai/
https://www.perplexity.ai/
https://gemini.google.com/app
https://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://www.magicschool.ai/
https://app.diffit.me/#topic
https://www.khanmigo.ai/
https://classkick.com/
https://schoolai.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://www.quill.org/
https://snorkl.app/
https://app.briskteaching.com/onboarding_login
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/listen-to-your-word-documents-5a2de7f3-1ef4-4795-b24e-64fc2731b001
https://coach.microsoft.com/en-us

